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PRESI DENTO6S MESSAG

) 1 Wow, it's hard to believe that summer is here and in full swing! The

McCarthy Chapter had a busy spring. Leadership and Academic

‘ scholarship awards were presented to the AFROTC/AFJROTC ca-
dets at Embry Riddle and local high schools. The ErRidylle

cadets are a joy to be associated with.

We had a membership drive in Flagler County and will do another
drive this fall. The cadets at the AFROTC unit at Embry Riddle are
very interested in being more active in our Chapter activities. | am
looking at conducting Chapter meetings at ErRigdle. It will engage more ROTC
members and Flagler County membership.

| am writing this note while | am heading to Colorado Springs, CO. | will be visiting the
Air Force Academy, Fort Carson and Peterson AFB to seek potential students for the
TeensIn-Flight program. The Teeria-Flight Mission Statement: Through the modem

of aerospace education we open the doors of opportunity. -Ne€tight provides flight
training and aviation maintenance scholarships to those teens who have lost a parent in
the Global war on Terrorism or, is the teen of a parent who was wounded in action and is
disabled. Another phase of our program also focuses on selected teens that are consid-
ered "at risk" within our community by providing a positive aviation intervention experi-
ence. Check the websitevavw.teensin-flight.com.

The DOD budget is being slashed as we speak. T2&gfogram is going to be cut as
Secretary Gates requested. This is a bad move and Air Force leadership has been trying
to sway this decision. It also looks like the2Z Osprey is on the chopping block. You

need to contacted our Congressional Representatives' and voice your concern.

The State Convention was-1@ July in Jacksonville. It was a very informative program.

A lot was learned and recruiting is still a problem nation wide. It was good to hear the
various strategies to resolve this issue. A lot of effort on behalf of our host Chapter has
been exercised to ensure success.

Congratulations are in order to our Past President Dave Cummock. Dave is the National
AFA member of the year! This award is well deserved as recognition for his loyalty,
dedication, leadership, hard work, and love for the United States Air Force. Dave has
held every office in the chapter more than once. He also was the State President and the
first Region President when the change was made. He has also served at the National
AFA in a number of positions. In Navy talk, that rates a Bravo Zulu! Well done Dave.
While I'm talking about Dave, he is fighting a good fight in his battle with cancer. His
determination and positive mental attitude are good signs in this battle. Couple this with
his support base of family and friends, he is winning this battle. Way to go. Our prayers
are with you and Marge as you fight the fight!

Our Chapter has been recognized for all our Aerospace Education efforts. We are one of
the 2009 recipients of the Aerospace Education Achievement Award! Out of the current
288 chapters, we are one of only 26 receiving this award this year.

Finally | have a picture of the back of my bald head as | present Chapter AFA awards to

deserving AFROTC cadets this past May at Embry Riddle Pass In ReMiawit think
you want to see the glare.

Stay safe and have a great summer.

Jack



EMBRY-RIDDLE AERONAUTICAL UNIVERSITY CADETS
RECEIVE CHAPTER AWARDS

GENERAL JAMES R. MCCARTHY CHAPTER
SUSAN B MCCARTHY SCHOLARSHIP AWARD

CADET THEODORE ELLIS

GENERAL JAMES R. MCCARTHY CHAPTER
LEADERSHIP AWARDS

PROFESSIONAL OFFICER COURSE

CADET MATTHEW STEELE

GENERAL MILITARY COURSE

CADET JAMES YOG

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

DALE BURD JOHN CAREY

CHRISTINE HOLT HAROLD MULLING
JOANNE MONGEAU ALBERT MONGEAU

CHARLES CHEESEMAN
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MEMBERSHIP MATTERS

AFA MEMBERSHIP IS DECLINING. WITHOUT MEMBERS THERE IS NO AFA.
YOU CAN HELP. RECRUIT A MEMBER 8 YOUR KIDS, YOUR PARENTS, YOUR
NEIGHBORS.
YOU CAN HELP
QUESTIONS? CALL DAVE CUMMOCK 386 760 7142
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2nd LT KATRINA MORGAN
CLASS OF SPRING 2008

2d Lt Katrina Morgan is half way through ENJJPT pilot
training at Sheppard Air Force Base in Wichita Falls
Texas.Sh e 6 | |-38draindng at thelend of August and
receive her wings in early March.

Few, if any, students in Embry-Riddle Aeronautical Univer-
sity history have a record of accomplishment equal to that
of Katrina Morgan. She was a star in academics (GPA
4.0), athletics (most decorated athlete at ERAU), AFROTC
(Cadet Wing Commander) and volunteer service (Soccer
clinics and more) Katrina was a Distinguished AFROTC
Graduate and the Chancellorfds Awar

1st LT SHERRI SURMANEK
CLASS OF SPRING 2006

Sherri Surmanek was the Det 157 Cadet
Wing Commander in the Fall 2005.

She graduated DG of her 0806 Pilot Train-
ing Class from Vance AFB and was as-

‘ signed to fly the C-17A Globemaster Il
She is currently stationed at Charleston
AFB, SC. She has approximately 700 total
| flying hours and over 190 hours of combat
| time with one deployment under her belt.
She is engaged to an Arkansas guardsmen
who flies the A-10 Warthog. They will be
married in July of 2010.

LT AUSTIN HORN
CLASS OF SPRING 2006

I'm flying the C-5 out at Travis AFB, California
in the 22 AS. Currently, I'm out on an around
the world mission now as I'm sending this,
which has been pretty standard for me... I've
flown 35 Combat Sorties into Iraq and Afgani-
stan and have over 1,000 military flying hours.

The C-5 mission has been a great experi-
ence. I'm constantly on a different continent
every other day.
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ALEX DE GRACIA
CLASS OF FALL 1997

Major Alex DeGracia is a C-130 Aircraft
Command and Instructor Pilot with the Air
Force Reserve at Dobbins AFB, GA.

Alex began his military career at the
Coast Guard Academy but decided he
would really like to be a USAF pilot so he
transferred to ERAU

Pilot (then) Capt Alex De Gracia (3rd from Right) then ~ Alex has been a very busy pilot since his
with the Idaho ANG crew gives Army Chief of Staff Gen 1999 completion of pilot training. He has
Peter J. Schoomaker transportation in Afghanistanstan. peen on seven operational deployments
to the middle east as well as extensive
European and South American experi-
ence.

Alex is employed by Air Tran Airlines,
however, he is currently on a two year
leave of absence so that he can fly full
time with the Air Force Reserve.

Alex and his wife Heidi live in Marietta,
| ) ‘ ) Georgia which is handy to Dobbins and
' , — Air Trans Atlanta Base.

Alex DeGracia (left) wearing his other hat as a pilot for Air
Tran

Lt Joe Stenger
Class of SPRING 2006

Since my time at ERAU | have attended ASBC,
was the OIC in the mobility section at Hurlburt Field
in the 1 OSS, DG'd out of UPT with the AETC Com-
manders Award, Flying Excellence Award and Mili-
tary Training Award, graduated Introduction to
Fighter Fundamentals at CAFB and am currently
half way done with the F-15E Basic Course at Sey-
mour Johnson AFB, NC. As a student in the most
versatile and capable airframe in the USAF inven-
tory my training is intense (15 hour days are com-
mon) and includes both Air-to-Air and Air-to-Ground
sorties. The Strike Eagle is the premier air-to-
ground fighter that can (and will) engage and de-
stroy any enemy fighter that tries to prevent it from
putting bombs on target.

I am in a class of 20 (10 pilots & 10 WSOs) my
WSO Lt Vance is pictured with me.and we all thor-
oughly enjoy flying this fighter, and we are looking
forward to getting our first combat time which for
most of us will be in the next 12 months.




